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Bigger Than Us
BY: GLENN K. | PHOENIZ, MARYLAND

“This is hardcore AA!”

By the time I got transferred, our AA meeting had met 37
times and had helped 21 men. I sure hope that meeting is
still going. There’s a good chance that it is, but if it isn’t, I
know that another will probably start again, because the
power of AA is far greater than any prison environment.

I hope that one day one of those men from that meeting
will read this and be reminded of the magnificence of AA
and the time we had. And I hope they are motivated to
continue to carry the message to others. Everyone’s stay
was brief there, people came and went, but the meeting
lived on because we believed in it and we knew it was
bigger than any of us. When it came time for someone to
leave, we would send them off the night before by ending
our meeting with the final two paragraphs of “A Vision for
You” in the Big Book, then wish them the best. What a
tremendous gift we all got. I learned that I have a sacred
duty to pass it on whenever the Department of
Corrections—or life—sends me somewhere. What a
meeting!

“Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. (July 2026)  Reprinted with
permission. All rights reserved. To subscribe to AA Grapevine,
please visit:  https://www.aagrapevine.org/store/grapevine-
subscriptions

“This is hardcore AA!”

I said to my sponsor over the phone I was using in the barracks.
The room was loud and I was standing at the phone bank with
several other people. “It’s intense and powerful. We’re being
vulnerable in a place where vulnerability is a liability. It’s ...” My
sponsor quickly interrupted me, finishing my thought. “Saving
your life,” he said.

I sighed deeply. Everything got silent as my sponsor waited for
me to agree with the obvious. He was right. What do you say
when you realize you’re inside a miracle as it’s happening? We
were meeting makers making meetings happen every night in
the din of the prison barracks. For me, these AA meetings were
crucial, lifesaving and life- sustaining.

As I write, I am eight months into a three-year sentence in a
Wisconsin prison. And given the nature of the offense, three
years means three years. It might not seem so long to some, but
to me each day feels potentially endless.

I’ve been active in AA for 21 years and sober for the last six. My
sobriety date is 10/9/18, and I intend to keep it intact. The only
credit I take for the sobriety I have now is that I never gave up.
Even throughout my 15 years of chronic relapsing, I always came
back. My home group was The Gay Chatter, an LGBTQ group in
Eau Claire, Wisconsin. The reliability of being able to find and
attend a meeting anytime anywhere does not exist behind the
doors of incarceration. Thankfully I have been able to call my
sponsor, which usually becomes me whining about not being
able to get to a meeting. I can get comfortably mired in the cozy
sewer of self-pity. 
 
When I arrived at the prison—an assessment and evaluation
center, where one resides for several weeks before being
shipped to a more permanent location—I applied to attend one of
the two AA meetings offered. I was told it would be
approximately eight weeks before a spot would open up. Little
did I know that my Higher Power and karma was at work. I was
standing in line with 10 others as we were being relocated from
the intake unit to one of the barracks, a dubious privilege which
offers an increase in your freedom and privileges while living in
one gigantic room with 140 other guys. As we made our way to
the barracks, some of us got to talking and I found myself an AA
sponsor! An amazing opportunity I could not have foreseen
happening in a place such as this.
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Central Office is
looking for
volunteers to
answer the phone 
from 1:30pm in 
the afternoon until
9:30am the next
morning. Most nights
don’t see more than
a call or two, rarely
after 10 or 11pm. 

One year of sobriety is required. 

Information can be found at:
https://wncaa.org/index.php/about-
ncmco/service/
(scroll down to “After-Hours Phone
Volunteer”) 

Or call Central Office at (828) 254-8539.

After-Hours Phone 
Volunteers Needed

Most callers are interested
in meeting information so
volunteers should have the
internet at hand to access
the meeting guide.

Call & Visitor Log
MAY 2026

July Grapevine
now available!

The July issue is the “Annual Prison Issue,”
featuring powerful, hopeful stories by AA

members inside corrections facilities and the
members who do the important service

corresponding with and sponsoring them.

Do you have a personal story, a poem or an interesting
article you would like to see published in the Mountain
Doin’s?

Send it to us by the 15th of the month in order for us to
include it in the following month’s newsletter (i.e. July 15
for the August issue).  Stories and articles can be up to
about 600 words in length.  Please include copyright
information if the article contains quotes or portions that
have been published in a book (i.e. “Alcoholics Anonymous,
4th edition, page ??”) or magazine (i.e. “From the (date)
Grapevine”) 

Submissions can be mailed to: NCMCO, 70 Woodfin Pl,
Suite 212, Asheville, NC 28801, or emailed to:
news@wncaa.org

If you have any questions, give us a call: 828-254-8539. 
We look forward to hearing from you!

AA Members: submit your
stories, articles or poems!

Annual Prison Issue

https://www.aagrapevine.org

https://www.aagrapevine.org/
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COR/Board meetings are held the second
Thursday of odd-numbered months. All
A.A. members are welcome to attend but
only CORs (Central Office Representatives)
may vote so we encourage your group to
elect a COR. Your input is important to us.

12 Step Call Coordinator Needed! 
(See page 5 of this newsletter for
details.) 

The next General Committee meeting will
be Thursday, July 9, at 6:00 pm, via
Zoom: Meeting ID: 757 855 2319;
Passcode: 000000. 

For updated meeting information 
and Zoom link, check the website: 
https://wncaa.org/index.php/events/

Printable In-person 
Meeting Guide

Meetings in all 3 Districts

Meetings in District 70

Meetings in District 71

Meetings in District 80

Where to Find
Meetings

Profit & Loss YTDCOR/NCMCO 
Board Meeting

Prudent Reserve 
$16,174.79

Operating Account 
$8,568.30

Rent Deposit - $900.00
Petty Cash - $50.00

Cash on Hand
as of 5/31/2026

https://wncaa.org/index.php/events/
https://whereandwhen.wncaa.org/WhereAndWhen.pdf
http://aawnc80.com/meetings
https://www.nc71.org/aameetings
https://ashevilleaa.org/meetings/
https://wncaa.org/index.php/meetings/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7578552319?pwd=a0xwK0tXMlZCRE0xTU8zMGFJZFJsdz09


Contributions
Note: If you think there is a
contribution missing from your
group total, please let us know.
We try our best to get donations
listed correctly, but we do make
mistakes sometimes and list a
donation under the wrong
group. As always, we thank you
all - AA groups and individual
members -  for your generous
support! 



Special Meetings
and Events

** Denotes District 70, 71 and 80 special meetings and events!

 **4th of July Cookout. Saturday, July 4.  AVL 12 Step Club, 1 Kenilworth Knolls, Asheville, NC 28805.  For more information see flyer
or go to:  https://ashevilleaa.org/calendar/

79th Annual AA NC Convention. July 16-19. Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Center, 91 North Lakeshore Dr., Lake Junaluska,
NC 28785. For more info go to: https://www.aancconvention.com/

Serenity in the Scenic City. August 21-23. Doubletree by Hilton, 407 Chestnut St. Chattanooga, TN 37402.  For more 
information see flyer or go to: https://serenityinthesceniccity.org/

30th Annual Southeast Woman-to-Woman Conference. August 21-23. Hilton Palm Beach PBI, 150 Australian Ave, West Palm Beach,
FL 33406. See flyer or go to: https://www.sewomantowoman.org/

66th ICYPAA Conference. September 3-6. The Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, 187 Monroe Ave NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503. 
See flyer or go to: https://www.ICYPAA.org

12th Annual National AA Technology Workshop. Circuits of Service: How Technology Helps Carry the Message.  September 11-13.
Hilton Concord. 1970 Diamond Blvd, Concord, CA 94520.  For more information go to: https://naatw.org/2026-naatw-workshop/

SERF Southeast Regional Forum 2026. September 18-20. Hilton Raleigh North Hills, 3415 Wake Forest Rd, Raleigh, NC 27609. More
info: https://www.aa.org/regional-local-and-special-forums

Bridging the Gap - Workshop Weekend. September 25-27. Hilton Garden Inn, 12080 S. Strang Line Road, Olathe, KS 66062. 
For more info: https://www.btgww.org/

**Rensselaer South Men’s Retreat. October 1-4.  Hinton Retreat Center (Hinton Center Rd, Hayesville, NC 28904. For more info:
https://aawnc80.com/event/rensselaer-south-mens-retreat

**AA Service Rally: District 70. October 17. Center For Spiritual Living. 2 Science of Mind Way, Asheville, NC 28806
For more information, see flyer below or go to https://wncaa.org/events/list/page/2/

NC Area 51 Conferences and Events: https://aanorthcarolina.org/a51-events/

INTERNATIONAL WEBSITES FOR MORE INFORMATION, EVENTS AND ARTICLES

GSO in New York: For events around the country and the world, as well as great articles and information, go to:
https://www.aa.org/ and Box 459 Bulletin Board: https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/F-36_spring2026_0.pdf

AA World Services Board Update: https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/AAWS_Highlights_Jan_March_2026.pdf

International Conference of Young People in Alcoholics Anonymous (ICYPAA): https://www.icypaa.org/about-icypaa

NCMCO Announcement!
The following very important position is open on the NCMCO Board (for the remaining 2025-2026 term):

 

12th Step Call Coordinator 
 1.Shall have responsibility for maintaining the 12th Step 
 phone call volunteer list.
 2. Recruits new volunteers.
 3. Work with the Office Manager to keep the 12th Step 
 volunteer list information current. 
 4. Shall have at least three years of continuous sobriety.

If you are interested in volunteering for this position, contact Central Office: (828) 254-8539; 
info@wncaa.org or attend the next COR/Board meeting Thursday, July 9, at 6:00pm. 
See the website for zoom link: 

https://wncaa.org/index.php/event/ncmco-general-committee-meeting-zoom-4/
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https://www.aa.org/
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/F-36_spring2026_0.pdf
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/AAWS_Highlights_Jan_March_2026.pdf
https://www.icypaa.org/about-icypaa
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District 70 - continued
Treatment Facilities Committee – The Chairperson is Melissa. The
chair is the liaison between AA and the local treatment centers. If
you're interested in helping with the Treatment Facilities Committee
or chairing an AA meeting at a treatment facility, contact Melissa at
treatment@ashevilleaa.org.

“Bridging the Gap” (with treatment facilities) - The Chairperson is
Monica. This is a Temporary Contact Program, which is designed to
help the alcoholic in a treatment facility make that transition from
"inside" the program to life on the "outside". They particularly need
women volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering, please
attend the next GSR meeting or contact Monica at
bridgingthegap@ashevilleaa.org 
For more information on Bridging the Gap and upcoming 
events, visit the website: www.btgww.org

District 71
GSR Meeting – held on the 2nd Saturday of the month. The next
meeting will be Saturday, July 11, at 9:30am, at the Hendersonville
Group building, 1624 Willow Rd, Hendersonville, NC 28739. All A.A.
members are welcome! They need more volunteers for Henderson
County jail.

There is still an opportunity for 2026-2027 service positions as
Accessibilities Coordinator and Bridging the Gap Coordinator. If you
have questions about any of those positions you can contact Mary
Jo, the new District 71 DCM, by email: nc71aa@gmail.com or through
the District 71 website: https://www.nc71.org/contact
Service is one of the Three Legacies of AA.

District 80
GSR Meeting – held quarterly. The next meeting will be on Sunday,
July 12, at 1:30pm. All GSRs are encouraged to attend and share
their Group’s experience, strength and hope. 

This will be a hybrid meeting with Zoom capability as well as an in-
person meeting. The in-person location will be on the WCU Campus 
at 245 Memorial Dr, Room 336 (Cherokee Rm). They will be using the
WCU Zoom system; the meeting ID will be provided on the invite
emailed to participants before meeting; no password required. 
Check their website for meeting updates and links:
https://aawnc80.com/

Does Your Group Have a New GSR or Alt GSR?
District Registrars keep GSO informed of group changes. Contact
your group's District Registrar by email or through the District
website:
District 70: Email: registrar@ashevilleaa.org
District 71: Use the form at: https://www.nc71.org/meeting-change-
form
District 80: Email: webmaster@aawnc80.com

NOTE to all District DCMs and Committee Chairs: 
Please send updates that you would like included in the
next issue of the Mountain Doin’s. If possible, we would
like to have the information by the 15th of the month, but
no later than the 25th. Email: news@wncaa.org.  
Much appreciated!

District 70
GSR Business Meeting – Meetings are held the 2nd Sunday of the
month. The next meeting will be Sunday, July 12, at 2:30pm. It will be a
hybrid meeting, with Zoom capability: Meeting ID: 933 8500 3069; 
Passcode 672458, and an in-person meeting at St Luke's
Episcopal Church, 219 Chunns Cove Rd, Asheville 28805.

Accessibilities Committee – The Chairperson is Carolyn O. Want to
make sure your A.A. group or event is accessible to all? Contact Carolyn
at access@ashevilleaa.org for an Accessibilities Checklist. The
Accessibilities Committee meets the last Saturday of every month at
4:00pm. Go to the NCMCO website calendar for the Zoom link:
https://wncaa.org/index.php/events/

Archives Committee – The Chairperson is Dennis H. Do you have
organizational skills? Do you like looking through old history and making
discoveries? Perhaps you like talking to others and getting their
history. Maybe you are interested in collecting and saving documents
put out by the district. How would you like to learn how to properly
store items for future travelers of the A.A. path? All this is possible by
joining the Archives Committee. We meet the first Saturday of the
month.  If you're interested in helping with Archives, please contact
Dennis at archives@ashevileaa.org.For Zoom, go to the NCMCO website
calendar for the Zoom link: https:// wncaa.org/index.php/events/. We
would love to have you do service with the Archives Committee.

CPC/PI Committee – The Chairperson is David. These are two separate
service committees – “Cooperation with the Professional Community”
and “Public Information”. The CPC Committee visits schools,
businesses, and community meetings to speak about A.A. Volunteers
for area events are needed for health clinics and DUI classes to name a
few. The PI Committee provides accurate A.A. information to the public
and media when requested. 
For more information, contact David at cpc-pi@ashevilleaa.org.

Corrections Committee – Meetings are open in all facilities. We are
always looking for new volunteers for all facilities, and we need
volunteers for the Pre-Release program. This is rewarding 12th Step
work, helping those on the inside transition to the outside. 
The Women’s prison in Black Mountain is having an orientation Monday,
September 14, at 6:30pm. Buncombe County Jail is having an
orientation in July. The date will be released soon. If you would like to
sign-up to volunteer, please contact Liz P. Also, please keep your eyes
out for The Pink Can! This is for the Corrections Committee. The
donations collected are for literature that we bring to the prisons and
jails. If your group does not have a can, please pick one up at Central
Office or reach out to Liz or Mitch and we will bring one to you. 
The Area 51 Corrections Team now has a website. Please check it out
at: www.nccorrectionscommittee.org.  For more information about
Corrections or to become a volunteer, please contact: Liz P, the
Women's Corrections Chair, at: corrections_women@ashevilleaa.org,
or preRelease@AshevilleAA.org or Mitch R, the Men's Corrections Chair,
at corrections_men@ashevilleaa.org

Literature and Grapevine Committee – The Chairperson is Lynn H. She
can be reached at: literature@ashevilleaa.org. The focus of the
committee is to ensure that A.A. literature and Grapevines are available
to all groups, service meetings, and other A.A. events.

Technology Committee – The Chairperson is George M. If anyone is
having trouble getting a hybrid or online-only meeting going, or having
technical issues, please reach out to George at:
technology@ashevilleaa.org and he can offer support.

The Service Express
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Happy Anniversary!

Need to update your Group’s
anniversary list? 

Call Central Office: (828) 254-8539,
or send a new list to: info@wncaa.org

The June newsletter deadline for
sending in anniversaries and
announcements is May 20.

mailto:info@wncaa.org


https://wncaa.org/index.php/events/


Please	send	your	feedback	to:	info@wncaa.org

https://wncaa.org/index.php/events/

mailto:info@wncaa.org
https://wncaa.org/index.php/events/


PreRelease@AshevilleAA.org

mailto:PreRelease@AshevilleAA.org


Questions? Or to participate, please contact Melissa:
Treatment@ashevilleAA.org

mailto:treatment@ashevilleAA.org
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Southeast Women-to-Women Registration Form
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